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Tanzania Classic: Africa's Wildlife Frontier

Our Tanzania Classic Safari is the perfect way to see Tanzania in a relatively short span of time, maximizing your time in its justly renowned game parks and reserves. Northern Tanzania is home to some of the most prolific wildlife found anywhere in the world, and its landscapes are remarkable. There is the Ngorongoro Crater, which has some 2,000-foot-high walls and protects large populations of wild animals.

We’ll also spend ample time in the Serengeti grasslands, quite possibly the greatest reservoir of plains game on Earth. At Lake Manyara we look for its hallmark sighting — tree-climbing lions. And Olduvai Gorge is renowned as the place where the Leakey family discovered hominid remains that have influenced our understanding of prehistory. Join us and you’ll see all this and more, in a style that contributes to your knowledge and understanding.

 

ITINERARY

Day 1 – Friday – July 3
U.S. / En Route

We depart the U.S. on a connecting flight to Tanzania. (Meals Aloft)

 
Day 2 – Saturday – July 4
Arusha

Connect with our flight to Africa. Arriving at Kilimanjaro Airport in Tanzania, we transfer to our lovely hotel for overnight.

Our accommodation is the ARUSHA COFFEE LODGE.  (Meals Aloft)

Days 3 & 4 – Sunday & Monday – July 5 & 6
Tarangire National Park

Today we depart for Tarangire National Park, the "Baobab Capi​tal of Tanzania."  These large, pulpy trees, scattered in ones and twos throughout the park, are considered to be as old as California red​woods and can branch out as much as 30 feet in diameter.  Because their leafless branches look much like roots, African legend says that Baobabs were planted upside down.  Regardless, these magnificent trees present a dramatic punctuation to the rolling hills of this park and play an important role in the ecology of the habitat.  Along​ the Tarangire River there is a good opportunity to see African Ele​phant and Cape Buf​falo as they drink and cool them​selves in the large muddy pools at the river's edge.  Tarangire National Park is one of the newest and least devel​oped in Tanzania and gives visitors a greater sense of being in the "wilds" of Africa.  The Fringe-eared Oryx, often seen here, may not be found in other parks.  Bateleur Eagle, Secre​tary Bird, Maasai Ostrich, Kori Bustard, Beautiful Sunbird and Paradise Whydah are a few of the birds one can expect to see in this sanctuary where 260 species have been recorded.  After dinner in East Africa is an excellent time to contem​plate the starry heavens.  We fall asleep listening to the comforting nighttime sounds of Tarangire's wildlife.  
Our accommodation is TARANGIRE SOPA LODGE.  (B,L,D)
Days 5 & 6 – Tuesday & Wednesday – July 7 & 8
Tarangire / Ngorongoro Crater
Today, we head for Lake Manyara, famous for its large herds of elephant. Lake Manyara National Park has huge baobab and acacia trees, and we’ll check the acacias to see if we can find the tree-climbing lions for which the park is known. We are likely to see buffalo, baboon, flamingos and prides of lion.  We then continue to Ngorongoro Crater. Twelve miles wide, the Ngorongoro Crater is home to rare rhino and has its own lake. The concentration of animals means that you are likely to see several lion in a short period of time. We descend 2,000 feet for a thrilling day among Africa’s “Big Five” (lion, elephant, buffalo, rhino and leopard) before returning to our home for the next two nights, Ngorongoro Sopa Lodge. The setting has a sublime beauty and offers a spectacular view of the crater floor. 
Our accommodation is NGORONGORO SOPA LODGE.  (B,L,D Daily)

Day 7 – Thursday – July 9
Serengeti National Park

This morning we drive to one of the grandest settings in all of Africa — the Serengeti Plains, home to the greatest concentration of large mammals on Earth. The migratory herds of wildebeest, zebra and gazelle roam widely, searching for green grass and water. They face challenges from predators such as lions, cheetahs, hyenas and wild dogs who must hunt to survive. This complex ecosystem supports over three mil​lion large mammals including more than one million Wildebeest, 200,000 Common Zebra and 500,000 Thomson's Gazelle, as well as Topi, Kongoni and Impala.  You may also enjoy an optional hot-air balloon safari over the Serengeti. 
Our accommodation is the SERENGETI SOPA LODGE.  (B,L,D)
Days 8 & 9 – Friday & Saturday – July 10 & 11
Serengeti National Park

We spend the next two days exploring the Lobo region of the park, where we can expect to see the migration.  We’ll enjoy game drives each day. Along the Grumeti River, we’ll find hippos and crocodiles. Our mobile camp gives us an opportunity to place ourselves among the wildlife, and also provides the most authentic (yet still comfortable) safari experience one can expect!  We spend two nights under canvas at our private mobile tented camp, situated where wildlife viewing is likely to be best. 

Our accommodation is PRIVATE MOBILE CAMPING.  (B,L,D) 

Day 10 – Sunday – July 12
Serengeti / Arusha / En Route
We return to Arusha in time for lunch and a visit to Arusha Town with shopping opportunities. Dayrooms await us at Mountain Village. We enjoy dinner at the lodge before transferring to the airport for our connecting flight to the U.S. (B,L,D)


Day 11 – Monday – July 13
U.S.
Connect with flights to the U.S. (Meals Aloft)

